Family conference in the case of the cancer patient.
The patient with cancer faces a crisis involving many basic questions and major life adjustments. The natural history of the illness may involve progressive loss in the patient's functional capacity, and the patient needs medical, psychologic, and social support. The family of the patient with cancer can provide much help if their potential resources are fully utilized. Conferences involving the patient, family members, and health care professionals allow for open communication, problem-solving, and support for the patient and family through this difficult time. A case is reported illustrating the value of periodic family conferences in the care of a patient with metastatic disease.